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SUBJ: PRC DEMARCHES OVER PROJECTED APPEARANCE OP TAIWAN OPERA COMPANY 
IN AUSTRIA 

REF: COPENHAGEN 3128 

1 . NEAR BACK-TO-BACK SCHEDULED APPEARANCE IN VIENNA OP OPERA 
COMPANIES PROM PEKING AND TAIWAN HAS RESULTED IN SERIES OP 
PRC PROTESTS IN RECENT DAYS TO GOA, BOTH IN VIENNA 
AND PEKING. PEKING OPERA COMPANY, PEATURING RED WOMEN'S 
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OCTOBER 2 WHITE PEKING OPERA COMPANY IN EXILE ON 
TAIWAN, ACCORDING TO VIENNA PRESS REPORTS, WILL PRESENT 
CLASSICAL CHINESE REPERTOIRE GOING BACK 3,000 YEARS 
IN VIENNA AND PROVINCES DURING PERIOD OCTOBER 9-15. 

2. ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGEABLE MEA SOURCE, PRC PROTEST, 

MADE AT OEEICE DIRECTOR AND ACTING EONMIN LEVELS 

IN VIENNA AND AMBASSADORIAL LEVEL IN PEKING, ACCUSED 
AUSTRIA OE ENGAGING IN "UNERIENDLY AND PROVOCATIVE ACT" 

BY ISSUEING VISAS TO TAIWAN COMPANY, A MOVE INTERPRETED 
BY PRC OEFICIALS AS ADOPTION BY AUSTRRIA OP THEORY OF 
TWO CHINAS. PRC DEMARCHE ALSO CITED ACTION OP EC-9 
IN DENYING ENTRY VISAS TO TAIWANESE COMPANY AND ASKED 
WHY AUSTRIA DID NOT POLLOW PRACTICE OP NUMBER OF OTHER 
WEST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. 

3. AUSTRIAN RESPONSE WAS THAT AUSTRIA IS 
DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY WITH PULL RANGE OP HUMAN AND 
CIVIL RIGHTS, THAT ARTISTIC, CULTURAL PERPORMANCES, IP 
NOT IN VIOLATION OP LAW, CANNOT BE BANNED; AND THAT 
ANY ATTEMPT BY GOA AT PRIOR CENSORSHIP OP PERPORMANCE 
WOULD BE IN VIOLATION OP CONSTITUTION. AUSTRIANS 
REMINDED PRC REPRESENTATIVES THAT AUSTRIA HAS NEVER 
RECOGNIZED NOR MAINTAINED DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH 
TAIWAN AS CHINESE GOVERNMENT. AS ACCOMMODATION TO PRC, 

TAIWAN OPERA COMPANY HAS BEEN TOLD THAT PERPORMANCES 
ARE TO BE STRICTLY DEVOID OP ANY POLITICAL CONTENT 
(NATIONAL CHINESE FLAGS, SIGNS, PROGRAM, ETC.). 

4. COMMENT: GOA IS SOMEWHAT EMBARRASSED OVER 
"COINCIDENCE" IN TIMING OF PRESENCE OF TWO OPERA 
COMPANIES IN AUSTRIA AND IS DOWNPLAYING SIGNIPICANCE 
OP WHAT TERMED PRC INTERCESSIONS, NOT PROTESTS, OVER 
AUSTRIAN VISA ISSUANCE TO TAIWAN OPERA COMPANY. 

AUSTRIAN STANCE ACCORDS WITH GENERAL AUSTRIAN POLICY 
ON TREE AND OPEN CULTURAL RELATIONS WITH ALL PEOPLES 
AND NATIONS. MPA ANTICIPATES FURTHER REPRESENTATIONS 
PROM PRC ON SUBJECT AND IS BIT NERVOUS OVER 
ANTAGONIZING DISTANT GIANT IN ASIA, PARTICULARLY SINCE 
EC-9, OPTEN POLITICAL WEATHER VANE POR AUSTRIAN ACTION 
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IN FOREIGN APPAIRS FIELD, OPTED TO DENY ENTRY OF 

TAIWAN OPERA COMPANY. AS GESTURE OP GOODWILL MPA IS 

MAKING SPECIAL EPPORT TO ASSURE SUBSTANTIAL OPPICIAL 

ATTENDANCE AT SEPTEMBER 28 PREMIERE PERPORMANCE WHICH 

PRC EMBASSY HERE HAS NOW TURNED INTO NATIONAL DAY EVENT 

BY CANCELLING USUAL NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION AT EMBASSY.BUCHANAN 
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